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The Copenhagen Summit planned for November 2009 will potentially set the agenda for addressing climate change and greenhouse gas reduction for the 21st Century.  In advance of the summit a number of Governments have set challenging carbon reduction targets that run through to 2050.  The UK government has set targets to achieve an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.  Part of the strategy has been to outline plans for a Low Carbon Transition plan.  One key element in the plan is the reduction in emissions from all forms of transportation.  ITS is playing an increasingly important role in the delivery of modern transportation systems and potentially can assist in the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from transportation.  The Carbon Working Group has been set up to explore how ITS can play a role in transportation greenhouse gas reduction with the aim of producing a road map for a ‘Low Carbon ITS Industry’.
Basis of the Working Group

The May 2009 meeting of the ITS (UK) Smart Environment Interest Group agreed to set up the Carbon Working Group under the Chairmanship of Keith McCabe of ITS (UK) Foundation members Atkins.

The Group is open to any member of ITS (UK) to join and is hoping to consult widely within and outside of the ITS Industry.  The Working Group will initially report to the ITS (UK) Smart Environment Interest Group, however, it aims to produce information for distribution to all ITS (UK) member organisations.

Objectives of the working group

Short term

· To review the policy context surrounding climate change and greenhouse gas reduction and how it impacts on the ITS industry

· To get a snapshot of best practice in relation to ITS and Carbon reduction

· To solicit the views of ITS (UK) members on how the ITS Industry should address issues of climate change and greenhouse gas reduction

Medium term

· To provide a roadmap for ITS Industry to address Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emission reduction

· To provide regular updates to members on the progress on development and implementation of the roadmap
If you are interested in more information or joining the ITS (UK) Carbon Working Group contact ITS (UK)  mailbox@its-uk.org.uk or Keith McCabe keith.mccabe@atkinsglobal.com .  

There is also a collaboration space, open to anyone interested in this field, on the Transport KTN – please join at https://ktn.innovateuk.org/web/its-uk-carbon-working-group/overview to get more involved.
