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March 2010 Newsletter

Thank you to GMPTE for hosting the Inclusive Mobility Interest Group and the Public
Sector Liaison Group, to Foundation Members Atkins for hosting the March Council
Meeting, and to Arup for hosting the Smart Environment Interest Group.

ITS United Kingdom Calendar-

Tuesday 30 March President’s Dinner — London

Tuesday 13 April 2010 Women in ITS Interest Group — London
Tuesday 27 April 2010 Public Transport Interest Group - London
Wednesday 28 April Joint Enforcement Interest Group & Road User

Charging Interest Group — PA Consulting, London
ITS United Kingdom Interest Group News

Arup hosted the Smart Environment Interest Group in Leeds during March. This
Group looks at how intelligent transport systems can contribute to reducing the
environmental impact of transport. The SEIG was founded and is still led by Professor
Margaret Bell of Newcastle University, with Tim Gammons of Arup assisting as Honorary
Secretary. The meeting heard a presentation from Ben Walmsley on relevant work being
done by Arup, and was updated by Keith McCabe of Atkins on the work of the Carbon
Working Group which Keith chairs. The CWG is working on a compendium of examples
of best practice and on a policy document, both of which will be published during 2010.

News from ITS United Kingdom Members

STOP PRESS!!

Skymeter Corporation scoops the main prize in the coveted Intertraffic Innovation
Awards, and Crown International wins the Infrastructure Award

As Intertraffic Amsterdam opened its doors for the 20th time, six organisations in
particular had reason to celebrate, having been showered in glory by the jury of the
Intertraffic Innovation Awards. During the opening ceremony at Amsterdam RAI, March
23, 2010, the winners of the traffic industry’'s most sought-after prizes were finally
revealed. Awards were presented in six separate categories: ITS/Traffic Management;
Parking; Safety; Environment; Cooperative Systems; and Infrastructure. Intertraffic
Amsterdam 2010 runs from 23-26 March 2010 in Amsterdam RAL.

The winner in the ‘ITS/Traffic Management’ category, Skymeter Corporation, was also
recognised as the ‘Overall Winner’ for its Skymeter GPS-based financial-grade road use
meter, designed for a variety of applications from road user charging and pay-as-you-
drive insurance to parking. The winner of the ‘Cooperative Systems’ category was
Germany's Gevas Software for its involvement in the Travolution project, while Israel's



Lidror was identified as the most innovative product in the ‘Parking’ category. The
‘Safety’ gong was claimed by Spain’s Badennova, while Gatsometer from the
Netherlands was announced as the greenest of the green in the ‘Environment’ category.
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The Skymeter team with the Intertraffic Awards
Finally, in ‘Infrastructure’, the UK’s Crown International proved that it is poles apart from
the competition with its simple but ingenius wind-up/wind-down VMC pole.
In the ITS/Traffic Management category, Wegman commented that Skymeter's GNSS-
based smart road use meter impressed as a result of its broad applicability. “It brings an
integrated service to users, a platform upon which you can bring in a variety of added-
value services based on extremely accurate satellite positioning.” Already deployed in a
parking application in Winnipeg, Canada, the jury recognises that this technology is one
for the future, and one which seemingly addresses many apparent concerns with using
satellite tracking for traffic management applications. “The fact that all evidentiary data is
stored on the user side is a strong plus point,” Wegman added. Not only does the
system reportedly address and overcome the issue of urban canyons, the way in which
the raw GPS data is disseminated is unique and supposedly leads to better accuracy
than traditional GPS systems.
The Infrastructure prize went to a company from the UK for an idea perhaps inspired by
life out on the open sea. The VMC pole from Crown International is a wind-up-wind-
down cantilever system, similar to a rigging system on a yacht, which is designed for
simplified and safer maintenance of traffic infrastructure, such as motorway VMS. “There
is a good concept behind this pole, in terms of minimising as far as possible the negative
impact from travel disruption upon road users, in terms of closing down lanes for
maintenance and so on,” Wegman said. “It is a simple idea, but it was working, it's being
deployed, and seems to boast impressive results in terms of return on investment,
safety, and reduced disruption to road users.”







