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Welcome to new Corporate Members Cenex (www.cenex.co.uk), Dilax (www.dilax.com), 
Harrod Booth Consulting (www.harrodbooth.com), and Kingston University 
(www.kingston.ac.uk/cism) 
 
ITS United Kingdom Calendar-  
Thursday 3 June AGM & visit to Quinton - Amey & Highways Agency, Birmingham   
Tuesday 8 June Local Authority / Urban Interest Group Conference, London 
Wednesday 16 June Inclusive Mobility Interest Group, London E1 
Thursday 17 June Public Sector Liaison Group, ITS (UK), Tower Hill, London 

 
News from ITS United Kingdom 

 
ITS (UK) publishes strategy to support carbon reduction and to address climate change 
issues 
ITS United Kingdom has published the ITS (UK) strategy to support carbon reduction and to 
address climate change issues.  The strategy has been developed by the ITS (UK) Carbon 
Working Group, which was set up in 2009 as a subgroup of the long established ITS (UK) Smart 

Environment Interest Group.  The CWG is led by Keith 
McCabe of ITS (UK) Foundation Members Atkins.  Keith is 
also the main author of the strategy document.  
Transport is a significant emitter of CO2, nationally and 
internationally.  ITS can be used in a number of ways to 
reduce the CO2 emissions from transport.  Climate change 
may result in a significant increase in weather events that 
disrupt transport networks. ITS can assist with adaptation to 
the effects of climate change by reducing the disruptions to 
travel as a result of weather events.  The strategy paper sets 
out a draft strategy on how ITS (UK) might address the 
issues related to climate change and greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction. 
The paper highlights a number of opportunities that exist for 
the industry and ITS (UK) in four main areas: 

• Policy support – opportunities that centre on the key 
elements of the greenhouse gas reduction policy 

• Step changes – opportunities that arise from 
potential step changes in policy (i.e. reducing and enforcing speed limits, road user 
charging etc)  

• Changes to business as usual – how business practices  may need to be addressed in a 
new way to meet the challenge of greenhouse gas reduction 

 



• Related opportunities – other areas that need to be considered as part of a strategy to 
understand the wider aspects of the climate change challenge 

The purpose of the strategy is to engage the ITS industry in a dialogue around the opportunities 
outlined.  There will be a workshop organised by the CWG on 1 July 2010 at Newcastle 
University to help facilitate the process of engagement.  After the workshop, it is anticipated that 
this strategy will be expanded and updated. 
The strategy can be downloaded from www.its-uk.org.uk/groups/group.aspx?id=59 
 

ITS United Kingdom Interest Group News 
 

The Public Transport Interest Group held one of its regular Seminars in London during April.  
An audience of about forty people heard presentations from Capita Symonds, WSP Group, 
Nottingham City Council, mdv, Newcastle University, Google and Kizoom.  Topics included 
the Ebbw Valley Railway; project ANITA in the West Midlands, improvements to Traveline, stop-
specific bus mapping, and public transport information in the Google world.  The PTIG will meet 
next in Glasgow as the guests of Transport Scotland.   
 
ITS (UK) joined with the Green Logistics project to present a seminar in London on urban 
freight and issues for town planners.  The event was chaired by Steven Norris, President of ITS 
(UK) and Chairman of the ITS (UK) Freight Interest Group.  There was an excellent set of 
presentations and a lively discussion about trends in urban freight and how ITS can help 
minimise the negative impacts of urban deliveries of all the various types, from large scale retail 
and building site deliveries, to single parcels going to individual households.  The ITS (UK) 
involvement was organised by the Freight and Local Authority / Urban Interest Groups. 

 
News from ITS (UK) Members 

 
Public Transport 

 
New Metrolink tram will feature in Corrie 
One of Metrolink’s new yellow and silver M5000 trams is set to make its prime-time 
television debut when the new opening credits for iconic soap opera Coronation Street 
air at 7pm on Monday 31 May. A Manchester Metrolink tram passing over the viaduct has been 
a feature of Coronation Street’s title sequence, which opens every episode, since January 2002.   
Now, in line with the series moving to HD, 
a new opening credits sequence – 
featuring one of Metrolink’s new M5000 
trams – will air on Monday 31 May.  
And, to mark Coronation Street’s 50th 
anniversary later this year, a special tram 
featuring a commemorative Coronation 
Street plaque was today launched on the 
Metrolink network by Councillor Keith 
Whitmore, Chair of Greater Manchester 
Integrated Transport Authority, and 
Coronation Street star William Roache, 
who plays Ken Barlow. 



Councillor Whitmore said: “I am delighted 
we have been able to mark the 50th 
anniversary of one of TV's most enduring 
and iconic shows by commemorating it with 
another enduring Manchester icon - 
Metrolink.   “One of Manchester’s trams 
running over the viaduct has been part of 
Coronation Street’s opening credits for eight 
years and it is great that the tradition will 
continue in the new credits with one of the 
new M5000 trams, which are now becoming 
a regular feature on the Metrolink network.” 
Wiliam Roache, renowned for his role as 
Ken Barlow, is the longest-serving 

Coronation Street actor and appeared in the first episode on 9 December 1960.  Mr Roache 
said:  “The Metrolink has fast become an iconic part of the Manchester landscape, and it’s great 
to see it not only in our titles, but bearing our name on the city‘s streets.” Viewers wishing to 
catch a glimpse of the Metrolink M5000 tram in the new opening credits for Coronation Street 
should tune into ITV at 7pm on Monday 31 May.  For more information please contact; Shirley 
Kernan: 0161 244 1055; mediarelations@gmpte.gov.uk 
 
Corporate Members Kent County Council was joint runner-up in the International Transport 
Forum’s awards for innovation in public transport, announced this week in Leipzig.  Kent 
was recognised together with Arriva Southern Counties for their bus rapid transit systems.  The 
overall winner of the award was the Consorcio Régional de    Transports de Madrid for their 
Integrated Transport Plan.  “We were delighted to receive over 25 strong applications from 23 
countries all which demonstrated commitment to improving public transport through innovation,” 
said Jack Short, Secretary General of the International Transport Forum. 
 
Enforcement 
 
LaneHawk - Bus lane violation detection system  
The illegal use of bus lanes is becoming an all-too-
common problem in urban areas, as people seek ways of 
avoiding traffic congestion on our road networks. This has 
a detrimental effect on public transport, causing longer 
journey times and unreliable bus services.  
The majority of existing bus lane enforcement systems 
uses CCTV technology, which is resource intensive in 
terms of the requirement to review hours of video. These 
systems may also miss violations, particularly if 
monitoring several areas at once. In order to resolve 
these issues and increase the effectiveness of bus lane 
enforcement, Siemens is introducing LaneHawk, a new 
fully automated, unattended digital enforcement system. 
ANPR technology  
LaneHawk from Siemens is a bus lane violation detection 
system based on Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology, with digital image 
capture and storage. 




