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News from ITS United Kingdom 

 
Welcome to new Corporate Members Crown International (www.crown-
international.co.uk ) 
 
Thank you to Foundation Members Transport for London for hosting the October 
Council meeting and to Corporate Members City University for hosting the Local 
Authority / Urban Interest Group. 
 
A second, updated edition of the ITS United Kingdom document An introduction to 
Standards and Standardisation has been prepared by Dr Alan Stevens of Foundation 
Members TRL.  All Members have received an electronic copy;  it is also available at 
http://www.its-uk.org.uk/members/papers.aspx  
 

 
 
 
The first ITS United Kingdom Breakfast Meeting was held in Sheffield during October.  
The Breakfasts are a new idea by Membership Director Adrian Withill (Scott Wilson) and 
judging by the feedback from those who attended in Sheffield, a popular one.  “I enjoyed 
it and would recommend (it); quite a good way of doing a bit of networking plus finding 
out about a few developments/projects without using the whole day” was one comment.  
Taking our cue from this feedback, the next Breakfast is being planned, probably for the 
west of England / Wales in December.  A key feature of the Breakfasts will be that they 
take place all around the UK;  so that attending one becomes convenient for as many 
Members as possible. 
 
ITS United Kingdom Calendar-  
Tuesday 10 November Road User Charging Interest Group, Dublin 
Tuesday 17 November Inclusive Mobility Interest Group, London E1 
Friday 20 November  Smart Environment Interest Group Conference, London 
Wednesday 25 November Public Sector Liaison Group, Transport for London, tbc 

 
ITS United Kingdom Interest Group News 

 
The ITS United Kingdom Enforcement Interest Group has held its tenth annual 
conference in London – and there were at least three people at the event who attended 
the first one in 2000.  Probably, there were several more that chose to make no 

 



incriminating statements.  The conference had a strong segment of talks related to the 
enforcement of road tolling schemes, maybe reflecting a new and growing business area 
for UK companies, abroad if not actually in the UK.   But there were also interesting 
updates on the use of technology for road traffic law enforcement, including the use of 
CCTV, ANPR, and average speed enforcement technologies.  The conference was 
sponsored by Speed Check Services and Sagem Sécurité.  It closed with delegates 
staying on for a reception to toast the tenth birthday of both the conference and the 
Enforcement Interest Group itself.   
 
Still on an enforcement theme, ITS United Kingdom has held its first training course, 
responding to demands from Members and following its strategy of focusing more on the 
development of young ITS professionals, to aid recruitment and retention in the ITS 
sector.  ITS (UK) is working closely with the Institution of Highways and Transportation in 
the area of training and development, and the IHT supported the Speed Enforcement 
course by hosting it in their meeting rooms near Old Street in London.  A dozen 
delegates, including from overseas, attended the one-day course and covered all 
aspects of using technology for speed enforcement, including not only technical issues 
but also political, institutional, legislative and public relations aspects.   
 
Meanwhile, the Local Authority / Urban Interest Group focused on funding options for 
local authority ITS, reflecting the certainty that public spending will be curtailed over the 
next five – ten years as the national deficit is addressed, and that ITS professionals will 
need to equip themselves with the right knowledge in order to secure adequate funding 
for both renewing, upgrading and maintaining their ITS systems.  The LAUIG heard from 
both the European Commission and from POLIS on options for European funding, and 
from UK experts.  There was a lively discussion about the EC’s ITS Action Plan and 
what it might mean for UK ITS in the future.  The meeting was hosted by City University 
at the Sir John Cass Business School in the City of London. 
 
Foundation Members Transport Scotland provided the venue for the customary autumn 
Passenger Information Interest Group meeting in Scotland, which took place at the 
Scottish Executive offices by the quayside in Leith.  The programme contained a wide 
range of relevant Scottish updates on public transport topics, including real time 
passenger information in the Highlands and updates on projects by the universities of 
Aberdeen and Edinburgh Napier.   
 

News from ITS United Kingdom Members 
 
Real Time Information System Expansion  
The Highland Council has awarded a contract to deliver a substantial expansion to its 
existing real time information system. The expanded system will span bus routes across 
Inverness and the Moray Firth area.  It will provide up to the minute arrival information at 
key bus stops, with more than 500 stops information available via a website and through 
SMS texting options allowing passengers to access the public transport information 
wherever, whenever, and however they need it. The system, provided by ITS (UK) 
Members ACIS, is aimed at bringing benefits to public transport users in the Highlands 
and driving increased usage across the public transport network.  Bus operators will also 
benefit from the real time fleet management functionality of the award winning ACIS 
BusNet system. The system for The Highland Council uses the ACIS portfolio of 
solutions which currently track more than 8,000 vehicles and manage data for more than 
55,000 information points in some 40 real-time systems across Scotland, the United 




